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The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) is a nationwide

environmental protection organization with over 170,000 members

and contributors. NRDC's interest in this proceeding relates to

the energy consumption consequences of the different choices

available to the Federal Communications commission in this

proceeding.

Energy consumption is a major cause of environmental degradation.

utility power plants used to provide electricity to consumers are

responsible for well over half of the emissions of acid rain

precursors such as sulfur dioxide, and over one-third of the

nation's output of the global greenhouse pollutant carbon

dioxide. Additional environmental problems are inherent in the

extraction and disposal of materials used for energy resources.

NRDC has supported cost-effective reductions in energy efficiency

for over 20 years, focusing on policies that encourage low energy

consuming technologies that provide the same (or better) services

to consumers.

As we understand it, one option under consideration by the FCC in

this proceeding is point of entry "clear channel" signal security
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techniques. These methods result in dramatically lower consumer

energy consumption, and thus significantly less impact on the

environment. NRDC believes that the FCC should consider,

quantitatively, the environmental and economic benefits to

consumers of requiring such techniques. These effects could be

quite significant -- we have roughly estimated the difference at

the equivalent of one large coal-fired power plant nation-wide.

The regulation of cable television is one of a large number of

areas in which perceivedly small differences in energy

consumption are tied to other policy decisions. Traditionally,

energy concerns have not been addressed in proceedings such as

this one. But the cumulative effect of ignoring energy

efficiency is immense. Myriad opportunities to reduce energy

consumption at no cost to the economy have been overlooked, and

u.s. energy consumption is nearly double that of our advanced

industrial competitors. Such excessive energy use not only is a

drag on the nation's competitiveness, it also results in needless

environmental degradation.

NRDC urges the Federal Communication Commission to give these

environmental considerations strong weight in your decision.


